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SUBJECT: STANDARDS HARMONIZATION: OPTIMUM METRIC FASTENERS 
SYSTEM (OM FS) 
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1. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL A WITH EC 
COMMISSION OFFICIALS LOERKE (DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS) AND DE JONGE (DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR 
INDUSTRY). THEIR BASIC POSITION IS THAT THERE IS ALREADY AN 
INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED STANDARD (ISO) AND WHATEVER MARGINAL 
BENEFITS OMFS STANDARDS MIGHT OFFER DO NOT MERIT THE 
ENORMOUS RETOLLING COSTS THAT EUROPEAN INDUSTRY WOULD 

BE REQUIRED TO MAKE. 

2. WE DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT BREIFLY WITH LOERKE ON 
MARCH 14. HE SAID THAT THE ISSUE HAD GONE BEYOND COM- 
PLAINTS OF INDUSTRY. THE MAJOR EC INDUSTRIAL 
COUNTRIES HAVE RAISED THE PROBLEM IN THE 1 13 COMMITTEE 
AND ASKED THE COMMISSION FOR A SITUATION REPORT AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION THROUGH THE GATT OR 
BILATERALLY. LOERKE WILL BE MAKING A PRESENTATION 
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BOTH INDUSTRY AND GOVERNMENTS ARE TAKING THE ISSUE 
VERY SERIOUSLY. WE SHALL BE SEEING HIM ON MARCH 18 
FOR A FULLER PRESENTATION ON THE ISSUE. 

3. REGARDING THE SHANNON MEETING LOERKE SAID THAT 
ONLY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FASTENER INDUSTRY WERE 
PRESENT AND THEY ARE LESS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
PROBLEM THAN THE MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT INDUSTRY, 
THE END USERS OF ASTENEERS ON WHOM TWO STANDARDS 
SYSTEMS WILL HAVE THE GREATEST ECONOMIC IMPACT. 

HE THEREFORE DISCOUNTED THE RESULTS OF THE MEETING. 

4. DE JONGE POINTED OUT THAT APPROVAL OF METRIC 
J BY AN ISO SUBCOMMITTEE WAS LIMITED TO AIRCRAFT 
USE. HE ALSO WONDERED WHY THE ISTC COMMITTEE IS 
NOT CONSIDERING ISO STANDARDS BUT IS EXAMINING ONLY 
METRIC J AND OMFS FOR US GOVERNMENT PROCURMENT. 

5. REQUEST: WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE RESULTS OF 
THE ISTC COMMITTEE MEETING ON MARCH 7 AND ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT WE MIGHT PASS ON TO 
I OF, RKF..GR F.ENWAI ,D 
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